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Past Simple (I ate lunch) VS Present Perfect Simple (I have eaten lunch)

Present Perfect Simple

Past Simple

e | have lost my wallet. — [ lost
it recently and | don’t have it
now.

We can use present perfect for
something that happened recently
and that has a connection to now (|
don’t have my wallet now).

| lost my wallet yesterday. (/
don’t know about the status
now

e | haven’t seen Jane (yet).

| didn’t see Jane at all last
week.

e | haven’t spoken to David.

e | haven’t spoken to David yet.

No time expression in the past or
finished time. (e.g. last week, last
year, yesterday eftc.)

We use words like “just”, “already”’,
“vet” and “so far”.

| have just spoken to David.
| haven’t seen David so far.
| have already spoken to
David.

| haven’t spoken to David yet.

| have spoken to David this
morning. (unfinished time)
| haven’t spoken to David
today.

| spoke to David 2 weeks
ago.




